WELCOME TO HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS (HBS)!

Welcome to Project Lead the Way and the Biomedical Sciences Program. Westover High School and the Academy of Health Sciences are very excited to continue this new program to prepare students for careers in biotechnology, medicine or a health-related field.  

Project Lead the Way is a national, not-for-profit educational program that assists high-school students in developing strong backgrounds in science and engineering. The following is the link to Project Lead the Way online: http://www.pltw.org/our-programs/high-school-biomedical-sciences-program
Teachers are required to train for the courses Project Lead the Way offers. I spent 2 weeks in July 2013 in Beaufort, South Carolina at the University of South Carolina training to teach Principles of Biomedical Sciences, the first course in PLTW’s Biomedical Sciences curriculum.  I also spent 2 weeks in July 2012 in Columbia, SC at the University of South Carolina Medical School, training to teach Human Body Systems, the second course in PLTW’s Biomedical sciences curriculum.  Also in July 2012, I spent 2 weeks in Owings Mills, Maryland at Stevenson University training to teach the Medical Interventions, the third course in PLTW’s Biomedical sciences curriculum. During my training, I completed many of the labs, projects and activities that my students will be doing in class this year. Based on my experience, I can tell you that this class will be rigorous, challenging, fascinating and fun. I expect that this class will motivate you to work hard, help you learn to work well with others, improve your higher-level thinking skills and will ultimately result in you having a deep understanding of how the human body is organized, how it works, what can go wrong and how medical interventions can help.  You will also learn about numerous careers in the field of medicine and healthcare that you have likely never considered. Hopefully you will find a career that you want to pursue! You will be required to do research out of class for the next day’s lesson!



CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

I have high expectations of you and for your success in HBS. Classroom expectations help ensure that all students are safe and have a fair opportunity to learn. All WOHS rules are enforced in the classroom (see student handbook for more information). Rules are also posted inside of each classroom and in the hallways.  In order for you to be successful in your learning, I have outlined additional guidelines that I expect you to follow in my classroom.  All of which can be summarized by having self-control!

1) Come to class ON TIME (in your seat at the bell), prepared (have materials ready), and ready to work (homework is within 5 mins of the ringing of the tardy bell).
2) Safety first at all times:  professional behavior at all times, no food or drink ever in the classroom. Many microorganisms are grown in the lab to include bacteria (E.Coli) and yeasts. These are not harmful unless ingested. Cross contamination may occur between the classroom and the lab. Never eat or drink in the classroom. 
3) Follow directions the first time they are given. This is extremely important in the lab for your safety and the safety of others. 
4) Contribute to positive a classroom atmosphere (avoid putting down yourself and others). I will NOT tolerate name calling or belittling of fellow classmates. 
5) Business comes before pleasure:  10 minutes of side conversation equals 10 minutes of homework. You have plenty of time to finish work in class, but if you do not, it becomes homework. 
6) Use the restroom before class:  You have 5 minutes to change classes. Use it then.
Absence Policy:  All Activities are posted on the Learning Management System well in advance. The entire curriculum is given to students on day 1 through the LMS. We will skip some optional lessons, but will not skip anything else. The LMS is available online so use it to your advantage to keep up and even get ahead. When you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed (including BOTH assignments AND notes). If work was assigned BEFORE you were absent, it is due the day you return. If work was assigned DURING your absence, you have the same amount of days to turn it in.  For example if you are absent 2 days you have 2 days to turn in your assignments.  Tests are announced at least 1 week in advance. If you miss a test, you will take a makeup, in class, upon your return. If you fail to make up a test within 5 days you will receive a grade of 0%. 
Late Work: Completed late work may be turned in for a grade of -10 points per day/class that the work is late. Homework and classwork from the previous day is due at the BEGINNING of class. If your work is not turned in within 5 mins of the tardy bell, then it will receive a -10 point deduction. Homework is meant to be completed outside of class, not during class. 1st Marking Period I will take all late work at any time.  2nd Marking Period I will only take late work up to 5 days late.  3rd Marking Period I will only take late work up to 24 hours late. (Special circumstances must be approved by me).  Organization of assignments and ensuring assignments are submitted on time is your responsibility.  NO EXCUSES.
Leaving the classroom:  If you need to leave the classroom (restroom, water, locker), you MUST have your own agenda signed by me. If you lose your agenda, you lose your opportunity to leave the classroom during the instructional period. You should not ask to leave the room while you are taking notes or while I am talking.  First 15 and last 15 minutes of class = NO!
Cell Phones:  Cell phones will be placed in the “phone dock” located in the corner of each student desk. Phones are to be placed FACE DOWN and the phone dock closed and clicked for security. The phone docks are secured using Velcro, and will not fall off of the desk. Students who do not dock their phones will NEVER be allowed to use their phones in the classroom for the remainder of the year/semester. I will allow cell phones to be used to document activities, during rewarded 5 minutes of leisure time, and during classroom instruction. However, keep in mind that a student that does not dock a phone will not be allowed to take part in those times. When a phone is being used without permission, the phone will be docked at the beginning of class with the teacher for the next 5 school days. 

If a student has never docked a phone and is caught using it, it will be confiscated and given to Tracy Scott, the administrative secretary. It cannot be picked up until 24 hours after it has been confiscated. It is in the best interest of each student to dock your phone at the beginning of class. 

Rewards for Successful Participation

Students who put forth their best effort in this class will find that by the end of the course they have:

· Improved writing capabilities (we do LOTS of writing in this class)

· Improved critical thinking skills (we do lots of problem-solving in this class)

· Improved technology skills (we use computers and the internet nearly daily, learn how to do effective searches online for information, make concept maps on the computer, use sensors to collect and analyze data on the computers, etc)

· A chance to participate in many exciting and fascinating lab activities (sheep heart dissection, measuring and interpreting EKG results, creating slides of bacteria, chromosomes, etc.)

· A deep understanding of what Biomedical Scientists DO (what they study, what tools they use, how they conduct research, what careers they go into, etc)
· There will be occasional awards as deemed necessary by Mrs. Dewitt. 
MATERIALS

Bring required materials to class and be mentally prepared to work.  Each student is expected to have the following items EVERYDAY in class: 

· A sturdy 3-ring binder to keep notes and materials from class (1 ½ “ – 2” thick)

· 1 package of colored pencils

· Composition Notebook (No spiral notebooks)
· Flash Drive or use the Backpack feature on Edmodo or Google Docs
· Notebook/Loose-leaf paper

· Pencil or Pen (Blue or Black)

· 1 Box of Disposable Gloves

· Inexpensive scientific calculator  
Homework will be assigned for the first 10 days of class. Be prepared to turn in assignments at the beginning of class each day.  You are expected to study each day for HBS.
Grades

Assignments in Human Body Systems will be weighted.

Lab/Classwork/Homework
25%

Participation



5%

Projects



30%

Tests




40%
I have read and understand the syllabus for HBS 2014-2015.

Parents signature of review __________________________________________________

Students signature of review/understanding______________________________________
Human Body Systems	    *    	Mrs. Dewitt	*	Room  303	











Website www.dewittbiomed.weebly.com


Teacher: Mrs. Kacheckia Dewitt


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kacheckiadewitt@ccs.k12.nc.us" �kacheckiadewitt@ccs.k12.nc.us�


Phone: (910)864-0190 ext 303 or  (706)564-4704 (cell)


I prefer text messages. 


Available hours: 7:55-8:20am or 3:50-4:45pm please text at other times


*students should not contact me by phone. This is for parents/guardians only. Both students and parents/guardians may contact me by email or text.











